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The present invention provides a method and 
apparatus for message packet authentication to 
prevent the forging of message packets. A 
portion of the message digest, referred to as the 
signature, is then appended to the actual 
message when it is sent over the wire (205). The 
receiving station strips the signature from the 
message (208), preappends the same secret 
session key (209) and creates its own message 
digest (212). The signature of the digest created 
by the receiving station is compared to the 
signature of the digest appended by the sending 
station (213). If there is a match, an authentic 
message is assumed (214). If there is no match, 
the message is considered as invalid and 
discarded (216). 
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